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Pete Pryce and is a member 
of the Vehicle Selection 
Committee, with the Eyes on 
Design show that takes place at 
the Edsel and Eleanor Ford house 
in Grosse Pointe Shores, each 
summer.

"I am trying to get an “early start” 
for our 2015 show!  For next year 
we are planning to feature famous 
automobile designers from 
different eras and manufacturers.  
We would like to invite a group of 
Jaguars that represent the area of 
Sir Williams Lyons."

Pete Pryce from

BRINGING THE COMMUNITY 
TOGETHER. 

EyesOn Design was founded in 
1987 with the support of design 
heads of GM, Ford, and Chrysler 
as an automotive exhibition 
judged exclusively by automotive 
designers. 

EYESON DESIGN
AUTOMOTIVE DESIGN EXHIBITION

SUNDAY, JUNE 21, 2015

EDSEL & ELEANOR FORD HOUSE, 
GROSSE POINTE SHORES, MI

Each year, EyesOn Design attracts 
members of the transportation design 
community, collectors, and the public to 
celebrate and reflect on design. Vehicles 
are chosen based on the year’s theme by 
invitation only, and between 200 and 300 
vehicles are at the show on Father’s Day.

Image & text respectfully borrowed from
www.EyesOnDesign.org website

This is IT
If you haven't renewed your membership, this is the last 
newsletter you will receive.  Don't Delay, RENEW today!
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…Behind the Wheel
The idea for a driving adventure came out of reading 
a book.  I prefer books and references that provide 
data and details to be absorbed so I can understand 
a topic.  I have been told that’s the Engineer in me. I 
can accept that.  When I was able to acquire a Jaguar 
some time ago, I had to find the best books that gave 
insights into what made the car such a sensation and 
so special.  Jaguars have always had a dubious side and 
I wanted to find out about this, too.  

One book that caught 
my attention was 
Jaguar E-Type 3.8 & 4.2 
6-Cylinder; 5.3 V12.  The 
book was authored 
by the irrepressible 
Denis Jenkinson.  
Denis was Continental 
Correspondent for 
Motor Sports magazine 
for many years and 
experienced the 
European driving 

adventure 
first hand.

I found his 
book on 
the E-Type 
to be very 
interesting 
as he discussed all the commonly known aspects 
of the car and its maker, but also shared firsthand 
knowledge of owning and driving one.  You see, 
Denis owned two E-Types and drove them all over 
Europe.  The first, a 4.2 Coupe, wasn’t retired until 
it had over 110,000 miles on the clock; the second, 
a Series 2 Roadster, soldiered on for more than       
106, 000 miles.  But the alluring parts of his book 
were the episodes of driving unrestricted through the 
wide open portions of France, Belgium, Germany, 
Switzerland and several other countries.  Toward the 
end of his book, Denis laments the changing climate 
on European roads where more traffic dictated 
more restrictions (speed limits) and an era of spirited 
motoring was coming to an end.  …continued on page 4
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Behind the Wheel, continued

It’s truly a worthwhile book; not too long, and 
provides a unique snapshot from the driver’s seat.

An aspect I didn’t expect to learn was how reliable 
the E-Types were for Denis.  I won’t try to put all the 
details from the book here, but for all the driving and 
punishment that was afforded his two Jags, he really 
had very few problems.  

This didn’t necessarily surprise me. During my era 
of Jaguar ownership, most of the examples I have 
owned have been over forty years old; some more 
than sixty.  I really enjoy driving the Jags (none of mine 
sit much) and I work to keep them in good order.  By 
this, I mean the cars are regularly used; kept in good 
tune; and no differed  maintenance. As I thought 
back, there have been very few instances where a 
Jag has let me down.  Yes, there have been the usual 
(and not so usual) issues from time to time, but again, 
these have largely been related to car’s age or level of 
use and not 
poor design 
or flawed 
construction.

So I’m day 
dreaming 
about Denis 
flying over 
picturesque, 
Swiss 
mountain 
roads at a 
`Ton` and 
thinking 
there’s got to 
be somewhere I can get close to this even if it’s not in 

Europe.  And what car to drive?  Has to be a Jag.  Has 
to be an E-Type.  

Hmmmm, do I really want to subject my nice ’63 
Coupe to a major trip.  No AC. No overdrive. 
Those old style, Series 1 bucket seats; even Denis 
waited for the 4.2 to make his purchase.  Maybe I 
need a good “traveler”.  I bet I could find one on 
e-Bay……………………….   Sounds like a story 
from last year!

And where to go?  Not a lot of mountains in Michigan.  
Kris and I did the Grand Canyon in a raft several years 
ago; saw some spectacular mountains and winding 
roads out 
that way. 
Haven’t 
been to any 
of the major 
National 
Parks; I hear 
they have 
mountains.

to be 
continued…

Image taken from "Jaguar E-Type 3.8 & 4.2 
6-Cylinder; 5.3 V12" Page 53, ©1999 

by Denis Jenkinson

hmmm, can I really get our Jag up there…

…continued from page 3
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1-800-875-5247 | www.welshent.com

- New Parts

- Used Parts

- Rebuilt Parts

- 100,000 sq ft facility

- Orders placed before

  3 pm ship that dayThe largest independent retailer of new, used 
& rebuilt Jaguar spares since 1965

Proud supporter of the JCNA

Jaguar Adventure Road Trip by Mike Jones
During the Awards 
Gathering on 9th 
January this year, 
Mike Bailey and I 
were talking about 
road trips that he 
had made in Jaguars.  
It turned out that 
Mike and I had 
evidently been on 
road trips at about 
the same time; in 
September 2014. He 

eventually talked me into writing a few lines about 
my trip, and I suggested that he should do the same 
for his trip, which was far more adventurous than 
mine.  He and Kris chose to travel in an ancient but 
gorgeous E-Type – I travelled in a young (2007) but 
not so gorgeous 4.2L S type.

So for Mike, and for anyone else who might be 
interested, here goes:-

A trip around the southern half of the USA had been 
on my bucket list for a long time, but I kept putting it 
off each year for all of the wrong reasons.  Veronica, 
my wife, had tactfully reminded me that due to my 
advancing years, (now 78) there will soon come a 
time when I will not be able to drive, not even to the 
post office.

So this year, at fairly short notice, I decided I should 
do it.  When I had worked out how long the trip 
would take, about three weeks, Veronica preferred 
to stay at home, mainly because she couldn’t get 
away from her work as a tutor for that long, but also 
because she usually gets bored on long road trips.  
Also some of the places I wanted to visit, definitely 
weren’t on her bucket list, for example:  aerospace 
museums. 

Author Mike Jones

…continued on page 6
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Jaguar Roadtrip, continued

I decided to start the trip at the end of September, 
hoping that the weather would be reasonable at that 
time of the year. I spent the week before I left fussing 
over the car to check the basics, like tires, wheel 
alignment, brakes and cooling system.  At that time, 
the car was about 50 miles short of 100,000 miles on 
the odometer, so I was well aware that the trip was 
somewhat risky.  I jotted down addresses of Jaguar 
dealers and sorted out a few basic tools, and hoped 
for the best! I had done the same things, for a road 
trip in the same car, to Vancouver and back in 2013.

I loaded the car the night before I left, including some 
quite heavy old style medium format photographic 
equipment, had a good night’s rest, and set off early 
on a Sunday morning in heavy rain.  So much for my 
theory that September is a good time of the year for 
travelling. Luckily by the time I reached Ann Arbor, 
the rain had stopped, and after that I had only a day of 
rain throughout the trip.   

I headed west, first 
stop Des Moines, 
but nothing much 
of interest there, 
except that I was able 
to use my Lifetime 
membership card to 
get into the Lifetime gym 
there. Onto Cheyenne, 
where I came across a fine example of a ‘Big Boy’ 
locomotive sitting in the middle of a park.  Interesting 
for me, because I had previously made a model of it.

Next stop were the Salt Flats, west of Salt Lake City. 
It was Speed 
Week, and I 
was hoping 
to see some 
bikes and cars 
travelling at 
crazy speeds, 
but just my 
luck, the Flats 
were under 

water.  I had a chat with some frustrated gearheads 
in the café at the side of the Flats.  I was told to come 
back next year.

The following day I left the I-80, and drove cross 
country on secondary roads to Yosemite.  Crossing 
the Nevada desert I felt very alone and somewhat 
vulnerable.  No filling stations, no farms, no people, 
except the occasional pick up truck – for miles and 
miles, until a 
small town 
appeared for no 
apparent reason.  
Luckily I had 
already made a 
habit of filling the 
fuel tank every 
two hours, partly 
to visit the rest 
room, but also to stretch my legs – so I did not run 
out of fuel, but I’m sure a few newcomers do so in 
that part of the world.

I wanted to visit Yosemite because I had heard it 
was a photographer’s dream.  In my youth I had 
been quite a keen shutterbug, even photographing 
weddings in the UK for a couple of years, and I have 
never since lost interest in cameras.  I am however 
a bit of a Luddite.  Although I have a digital point 
and shoot camera, I like to occasionally use my 
old Mamiya RB 67 film camera, which, if I set it up 
properly, takes very good pictures. I sometimes take 
black and white pictures, which I eventually print in 
my crude dark room at home.

I did not know what to expect at Yosemite Valley, so 
I did not make any pre- bookings for overnight stays.  
When I arrived at the Valley I did a recce of the options 
and quickly decided that the one and only posh hotel 
was far too expensive, and so I settled for the Curry 
Village camp ground .  The first night was too cold for 
me to sleep well, so for the rest of the stay I moved 
to a heated, yes heated tent (for softies), where I 
slept well. But I had to pay $120 per night.  I stayed 
in the Village for three days, but had to leave when 
the rain arrived; more rain was 

Des Moines - Lifetime Gym
(I exercised only once on the trip)

Salt Flats under water

Yosemite National Park

…continued from page 5

…continued on page 7
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Jaguar Roadtrip, continued

…to be continued next month

forecast for the next three more days, so I left.  I had 
however been able to see most of what I had hoped 
to see, mainly by walking along some of the many trails 
nearby.  I soon found that picture taking of good views 
was not that easy with my heavy camera, tripod and 
lenses, so I often had to use my pocket camera on 
most of the usually hilly trails. I met a few interesting 
people, mostly much younger than I, and mostly 
climbers.  I spent a few hours watching some of the 
climbers scaling near vertical rock faces, particularly El 
Capitan.  Some of these amazing people erect a sort of 
combined hammock and tent, pegged into the rock, to 
allow them to sleep overnight, taking many days to get 
to the top.  Crazy or brave?! I went to a lecture given 
by one of the rangers, and he warned of the many 
dangers in the area, like the bears, and the rapidly 
changing weather.  Many people every year suffer 
injury or death from falls, or from just getting lost. 

…continued from page 6

Select Motors Ltd
Specializing in Mercedes, BMW and Jaguar automobiles since 1989

734-459-5520

603 Amelia St
Plymouth, MI 48170

Jeff Varilone
President

www.selectmotors.com

This Month’s Featured Auto for Sale  

Buys & Sells 
Classic Autos

m

  2004 XJ8 4 Door Sedan
  •  Exterior: Quartz Gray Metallic  •  Exterior: Quartz Gray Metallic  
 • Interior: Dove Gray Leather • Interior: Dove Gray Leather
 • 6 Speed Automatic
   w/OD   w/OD
   • 89,486 Mi.
  • Warranty  • Warranty
   Included   Included
   $10,995   $10,995

tomatictomatic
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Healing a Sick E-Type

In Part II, I had kissed 
the Pertronix combo 
goodbye, and was 
back to points and 
condenser with an 
original stock coil ... 

(Part III begins) How 
does my E-Type run 
now?  Well, better 

at higher RPM’s, but 
still not so good at a 

steady speed below about 2500.  Tried the internet 
for a solution (Jag Lovers.com, etc.) but no luck 
so I started rummaging around in my collection of 
automotive books: found one “How to Put a Small 
Block Chevy In a E-Type” – nope, never gonna be 
that desperate. Did find a “Rebuilding/ Tuning SU/
Stromberg Carbs (circa 1976) on my shelf that I 
forgot I even had. Moral: you live long enough you 
start losing track of all the stuff you have, unless 
you’re better organized than I seem to be! Anyway, 
this book would have been a great help two months 
ago when the carbs were apart – but let’s see what 
it says about tuning: not much – since my carbs are 
175CD-2SE’s – emission carbs with no provision for 
air/fuel mixture adjustment, basically it says ”install 
new service packs @12,000 and 24,000 miles” (Does 
that mean replace the carbs @ 36,000 miles?).  Let’s 
go to the Needle section and see what it says. It 
surprised me to see there were 112 different needles 
available in 1976 for the full range of SU/Stromberg 
carbs.  Fortunately, the section also listed the “stock” 
needle for each carb by car model/year and the 
dimensions for all the needles offered. FYI, each 
needle is measured at 13 positions: the first position, 
at the base where it mounts in the air valve, is idle 
position; #2 thru 6 are low range. #7 thru 10 are 
mid-range, and #11 thru 13 where the needle tapers 
almost to a point determine top end fuel flow. The 
differences between these positions varies depending 
on performance requirements and is measured in the 
ten-thousandths (.0001). Interesting, huh?  Anyway, 
upon further reading I discover poor low end 
performance can be corrected by using a needle that 
is thinner (richer) in positions #2-6.  Makes sense, 

so now that I’m armed with this knowledge I start to 
play detective. Carbs come back apart – remove the 
domes, diaphragms, air valves and needles and grab 
my digital calipers. Oh-oh, these needles that came 
in the rebuild kit are fatter thru the whole range than 
what is listed as stock. Hey, Joe Curto – do you have 
stock needles for these carbs, #B1E? You do? $18 ea. 
plus s and h? Good, send them out.  A couple of days 
later they arrive, I put them in, adjust the idle speed/
mixture, sounds good – smooth and responsive – let’s 
ride! Nice improvement at mid and top range, some 
improvement at low range but still not perfect. Get 
the book out, find a needle richer in positions #2-6, 
#B1P, Call Joe again. Sorry Charlie, most of those 
needles listed are just not available anymore, the 
B1E’s are the richest I have for those carbs. OK Joe, 
so now what? Well, you might call Bob Edmund over 
at Apple Hydraulics, they also have a carb division and 
I think they can even make needles for you to your 
specs. Hey, it’s worth a shot.

Call Bob – what a great guy. VERY helpful. Says 
before I can help you (good positive attitude!) I need 
to know a little bit about what you‘ve got. Pull the 
needles, measure them at top, middle, and bottom 
positions to make sure they are in spec and measure 
how far the jets are seated below the floor of the 
carbs; should be .175.  I do, things check out OK, 
e-mail Bob back with the numbers. An hour later 
he called back: here are the options he says – new 
custom needles are costly, let’s try reaming out the 
jets. I suggest reaming them out to .101 and here is 
where you can get the reamer: MSC Industrial Supply 
@ $33. I order on-line Tuesday afternoon and have 
it on Wednesday. Thursday morning bright and early 
(well not too early, I am retired!) I’m out in the shop. 
Remove the adjustable jets, disassemble them, ream 
out the jets, re-assemble everything and in less than 
an hour I’m ready for a test drive. HOLY  S_ _T!! This 
thing FLIES!!  Can’t remember the tach moving that 
fast – hope it’s not broke! How about low speed? 20 
MPH in 4th gear – this thing is smooooth.  Finally, at 
long last I’m satisfied with the performance. VERY 
satisfied. I’d still like to check the air fuel mixture with 
an exhaust gas analyzer but I’m finding few shops 

…continued on page 9

by Chuck Diamond



Jaguar Affi  liates Group of MichiganPage 9

Healing a Sick E-Type, continued

have them, or if they do they’re not operational 
anymore– just have to keep looking I guess. 

I would sincerely like to thank Joe and Bob for their 
help and advice. If you ever find yourself “over your 
head” with a carb problem don’t hesitate to call 
these guys – they’re the best! And even though I did 
spend some money with Joe, the final solution came 
from Bob at Apple Hydraulics and he didn’t make a 
nickel off me (I am buying him lunch!).  You can’t beat 
help like that and it won’t be soon forgotten. BTW, 
if Apple Hydraulics sounds familiar, they’ve been a 
longtime supporter of our Concours, so keep that in 
mind if you ever need any of the services they offer.

Thanks for reading; I hope my experience might be of 
help to someone, someday. See you on the road!      

Chuck Diamond
‘70 E-Type, Series II FHC

…continued from page 8

Plan to meet in the theater lobby at 2:45pm to distribute 
tickets and take our seats.  Directions to 5:00PM dinner at 
the Deadwood Grill will be provided at that time.

Tipping Point Theatre 2.14.15Tipping Point Theatre 2.14.15

Theater
361 E Cady Street 
Northville, MI 48167

Deadwood Grill
18730 Northville Rd. 
Northville, MI48168

March - Feather BowlingMarch - Feather Bowling
SAVE THE DATE
When: March 22, 2015, 4-6PM w/dinner to follow
Where:  FEATHER BOWLING
  Bath City Bistro
  75 Macomb Place
   Mount Clemens, MI 48043
 DINNER
  Detroit Pub (across the street from BCB)
  76 Macomb Place
  Mount Clemens, MI 48043
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Awards Gathering Wrap-Up

2014 Most Active Awards:  1st Place, Tom & 
Jonnie Bailey; 2nd - Bob & Pat Matejek; 3rd - 
Dick Harms. Above right, new board member 
Jeff Kosko & wife Jan.  Below center, Brian 
Frania, Jaguar of Troy with Gary Cunningham

Thanks, Brian, for 
your help and support!

Prizes !

Prizes !

Prizes !

Prizes !
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Activities Calendar
February March April May

Meeting
Activity

Meeting ~ Guest Speaker
Pete Bryce ~ Eyes on Design

11th 7:00PM
Archie's, Livonia

Meeting~Guest Speaker
Tony Ortiz ~ WWJ

11th 7:00PM
Archie's, Livonia

Meeting
8th 7:00PM

Archie's, Livonia

Meeting
13th 7:00PM

Archie's, Livonia

Outside
Activity 14th Tipping Point Theatre

Feather Bowling
March 22nd 4-6 PM+Dinner 

t.b.d. t.b.d.

June July August September

Meeting
Activity

Meeting
10th 7:00PM

Archie's, Livonia

Meeting
8th 7:00PM

Archie's, Livonia

Concours d'Elegance
August 15th

Woodward

Meeting
9th 7:00PM

Archie's, Livonia

Outside
Activity

JAGM Road Trip
6/26 - 6/29

Barn Theater & Mad Dogs & 
Englishmen Car Show

11th & 12th

Put-In-Bay Race Reunion
8/31 - 9/2

t.b.d.

October November December January 2016

Meeting
Activity

Meeting ~ Charity Auction
14th 7:00PM

Archie's, Livonia

Meeting
11th 7:00PM

Archie's, Livonia
Holiday Gathering Awards Gathering

Classifi ed Advertising

FOR SALE: 
• 4 - Heavy duty wheel dollies - $85
• E-Type Series I & II - (used) wiper blade arms - $15
• E-Type Series III exhaust resonator, used 6 mos - $60 
• E-Type luggage rack - Good condition $210 
• XJ6 Speedometer - $20
Call John DeBano @ 586.254.6478

HELP WANTED:
Full-Time Mechanic; Body Restoration & Metal Fabrication; 
Call Complete Auto Restorations at 734.744.5045

FOR SALE:  E-TYPE mufflers, fit Series 1 & II (but not 
2+2’s). Almost new, less than 200 miles, fresh hi-temp paint.
Call Chuck Diamond 810.688.4168  $125

3 points -  Showing a Jaguar at the JAGM Concours
 (per car)
3 points -  Judging at the JAGM Concours
2 points -  Working at JAGM Concours
3 points -  Judging at another JCNA club Concours
2 points -  Showing a Jaguar or working at another
 JCNA club Concours
2 points -  Showing a Jaguar at an “Event of Interest”  
 as listed in the Indicator (you are
 responsible for reporting to President)
3 points -  Coordinating an activity for JAGM 

 (including preparing “Pre” and “Post” activity
 articles for the Indicator)

2 points -  Attending a monthly Meeting
2 points -  Submission of an article to “The Indicator”
2 points -  Recruiting a new member to join JAGM
 (you are responsible for reporting to   
  President)
1 point -  Driving a Jaguar to any club activity
 (including meetings; excluding Concours)

Board Members are Not Eligible for Awards

Most Active Member Criteria

2015 Championship Challenge
The 2015 JCNA Challenge Championship will be 
Held September 16th – 20th 2015 in Elkhart Lake 
with many activities at the Road America race track 
in Wisconsin.

Attached to the email version of the newsletter was an article with MUCH more information. If you did not 
receive the email, but would like the article, please contact Mike Bailey at 734-416-3839.
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Johnine Bailey - Membership 
12770 Chatham
Detroit, MI 48223
JAGMEditor@yahoo.com
www.jagm.org

FIRST CLASS MAIL - PLEASE FORWARD

See You at the February 11th Meeting!


